
U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

Eight Hundred and Twenty-second Meeting 
March 12, 2020 – 9:30 a.m. 

 
Members and Deputy Members in Attendance 
Aisha Ahmad   U.S. Postal Service 
Marcus Allsup   Department of Defense (National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency) 
Meghan Barrett   Department of Homeland Security 
Thad Ellerbe   Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
Andrew Flora   Department of Commerce (Census Bureau) 
Brenda-Anne C. Forrest  Government Publishing Office 
Andrew Griffin   Department of Defense (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) 
Chris Hammond  Department of the Interior (U.S. Geological Survey) 
Elizabeth Kanalley  Department of Agriculture (U.S. Forest Service) 
Michael Karau   Department of Homeland Security (Chair) (not voting) 
Susan Lyon   Department of Defense (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) (Vice Chair) 
Veronica Ranieri  Library of Congress 
Ron Salz   Department of the Interior (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) 
Mike Shelton   Department of the Interior (National Park Service) 
Timothy St. Onge  Library of Congress 
Tara Wallace    Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
 
Ex-Officio 
Trent Palmer, Executive Secretary, U.S. Board on Geographic Names/Foreign Names Committee 
 
Staff 
Julie-Ann Danfora, U.S. Geological Survey 
Maria McCormick, U.S. Geological Survey 
Matthew O’Donnell, U.S. Geological Survey 
Jennifer Runyon, U.S. Geological Survey 
 
Guests 
Josefa Baker, U.S. Geological Survey 
Ryan Nichols, Department of the Interior 
Ethan Weikel, Department of the Interior 
 
1.  Opening  
 
Meeting 822 was held virtually, due to concerns regarding the COVID-19 pandemic.  The staff managed 
the meeting from the U.S. Geological Survey in Reston.  Chair Karau opened the meeting at 9:30 a.m.  He 
announced that for this meeting, he would ask the attendees to address the minutes of Meeting 821, then 
proceed to the docket.  He invited the committee to review the reports that were distributed previously and 
to submit any questions or comments by email.  Karau announced that he would need to leave the meeting 
at 10 a.m., at which point he would ask Lyon to chair. 
 
2.  Minutes of Meeting 821 
 
The minutes of Meeting 821, held 13 February 2020, were approved unanimously. 
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[Please note that all upcoming meetings were scheduled prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, and all are 
subject to change as warranted.] 
 
3.  Reports 
 
[The following reports were distributed by email prior to the meeting.] 
  
3.1  BGN Chairman (Wallace) 
 
The 401st meeting of the Foreign Names Committee (FNC) was held on Tuesday, 10 March at the National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) in Springfield, Virginia.  The election of the next FNC Chair is 
scheduled to take place at the 9 June meeting.  The compilation of the FNC Principles, Policies, and 
Procedures continues and a draft has been distributed for review.  The FNC approved the name Salish Sea, 
which had been approved by the DNC in 2009 but inadvertently not addressed by the FNC at the time.  
Large Scale International Boundaries (LSIB) version 10 is available.  The FNC discussed conventional 
names for a number of country names. 
 
The 402nd FNC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 9 June at NGA, and all are welcome to attend.   
 
BGN member and deputy member appointment letters continue to be on hold pending the need for 
biographical details from two members. 
 
The next quarterly meeting of the Full Board is scheduled for Tuesday, 21 April, at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Department of the Interior, Kiowa Room. 
 
3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Palmer and Guempel) 
 
Guempel, who is on a 120-day detail as Acting BGN Executive Secretary for Domestic Names, visited 
NGA in February to discuss issues of mutual interest, including the BGN appointment letters, IT 
modernization, and the preparation of a welcome package for new members. 
 
FNC staff have uploaded past meeting minutes, country policies, and BGN/PCGN Romanization tables to 
the GEOnet Names Server. 
  
A short article on the 400th meeting of the FNC appeared on February 20 in the Foundation GEOINT 
News, an internal communications newsletter of the NGA Source Foundation GEOINT Group (parent of 
the Office of Geography). 
 
The first draft of the report of the 33rd joint meeting between the BGN and the Permanent Committee on 
Geographical Names for British Official Use (PCGN) has been completed. 
 
Palmer plans to visit the PCGN staff and the Boundaries and Geographic Names Section at the Defense 
Geographic Centre (DGC) during a May TDY to London.  International Organization for Standardization 
(ISO) Technical Committee 46 is holding its annual meeting May 11-15, 2020 at the British Standards 
Institution in London. 
 
PCGN staff intend to visit the FNC staff in Springfield during an analyst exchange in the fall of 2020.  DGC 
staff may also participate. 
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Palmer provided some online resources about the viral outbreak of COVID-19:  a discussion of the delay in 
official assignment of the virus name (https://www.popsci.com/story/health/covid-19-coronavirus-name/); 
Johns Hopkins University Center for Systems Science and Engineering map of the virus spread 
(https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
); and Think Global Health’s tracking of travel bans on China related to the virus 
(https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/travel-restrictions-china-due-covid-19). 
 
3.3  Special Committee on Communications (Forrest) 
 
The BGN FY19 Annual Report is now complete and has been forwarded to the BGN chair and vice-chair 
for their review and subsequent distribution to the BGN membership for its approval. 
 
The next project for the Special Committee on Communications (SCC) will be to update the informational 
brochures, which are located on the BGN website.  This material is an excellent resource and can be made 
available for distribution at various exhibition booths and events.  If the USA Science and Engineering 
Festival scheduled for April 25-26 is postponed or cancelled, the SCC will have an opportunity to update 
the material in time for the next festival, scheduled for 2022. 
 
The SCC plans to develop BGN resources for young audiences, including materials with an educational and 
entertaining approach to understanding the BGN.  It will also conduct a review of the terminology “Full 
Board” versus “the BGN,” as referenced online and in current resources.  It will also begin compilation of 
the Annual Report for FY20. 
 
The next meeting of the SCC will be held prior to the 21 April Full Board meeting.  Discussion will focus 
on future projects for the SCC. 
 
3.4  Executive Secretary (Runyon for Guempel) 
 
The annual conference of the Council of Geographic Names Authorities (COGNA) is scheduled for 23-27 
June in Portland, Oregon.  At this moment, COGNA and the Oregon Geographic Names Board (OGNB), 
which is hosting the event, still plan to hold the conference but are monitoring the potential for restricted 
travel advisories.  Registration will open in April.  Some agencies have already placed an indefinite hold on 
all non-essential travel, which could impact attendance at the conference. 
 
Discussions continue with the U.S. Forest Service, including the Region 2 Geographic Names Coordinator 
and Tribal Program Manager and the Wilderness Society, regarding a resolution passed by Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes to change the name of Mount Evans in Colorado to Mount Blue Sky.  This name has not 
been proposed to the BGN; the USFS Tribal Program Manager has offered to reach out to all Tribes with an 
interest in Colorado for more information.  
 
Runyon received an inquiry from Colorado Public Radio about pending proposals in Colorado, the BGN 
review process, and about identifying unnamed summits higher than 14,000 feet in Colorado (“14ers”). 
 
A list of pending Colorado proposals was forwarded to the Colorado State GIS Coordinator, who has 
expressed an interest in the re-establishment of the Colorado Board on Geographic Names. 
 

https://www.popsci.com/story/health/covid-19-coronavirus-name/
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/travel-restrictions-china-due-covid-19
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On February 15, Runyon attended a presentation by the Loudoun Heritage Commission on early African‐
American settlements in eastern Loudoun County, Virginia.  A member of the Loudoun County Board of 
Supervisors announced he would initiate a proposal to change the name of Negro Hill in Loudoun County 
to Nokes Hill; this would be a counterproposal to the proposal to change the name to Douglass Hill in honor 
of Frederick Douglass (Review List 438).  The county board voted on February 19 to endorse the change to 
Nokes Hill. 
 
The staff continues to receive inquiries about efforts to change the name of Negro Mountain in 
Pennsylvania and Maryland.  The Maryland State Assembly held a hearing on February 24 on House Joint 
Resolution 12, “which calls for the establishment of a group to inform Maryland’s governor, General 
Assembly, state archives, geological survey and Department of Natural Resources of a new name for Negro 
Mountain by the end of the year.”  Staff continues to receive objections to changing the name from a few 
local residents. 
 
Discussions continue with the proponent, the OGNB, and Federal agencies about the second group of new 
names for volcanic features in and around the Newberry Volcanic National Monument.  Questions remain 
regarding the use of native names for the features, specifically which native language some of the proposed 
words are derived from, and whether the names have the support of the relevant Tribal authorities.  These 
proposals will be included on the upcoming Quarterly Review List.  
 
The USGS Communications Office received an inquiry about establishing “Mount Fargo” as a 
“temporary/honorary name” for a 75‐foot pile of snow in Fargo, North Dakota.  Runyon communicated the 
BGN’s reluctance to establish temporary names. 
 
Wine Business Monthly requested copies of letters submitted by Constellation Brands, Inc. and its attorneys 
regarding their request to the DNC that their approval of the name To Kalon Creek be revisited.  
Constellation Brands, Inc. has requested that if their proposal to apply the name Doak Creek in place of To 
Kalon Creek is approved by the DNC, that To Kalon Creek not be recorded in GNIS as a variant name 
“because it was approved under fraudulent circumstances.”  DNC staff is seeking guidance from the Dept. 
of the Interior Solicitor’s Office. 
 
3.5  Staff (Runyon) 
 
Quarterly Review List 439 is being compiled and will be released at the end of March. 
 
Runyon attended the FNC meeting on March 10. 
 
Guempel and Danfora participated in discussions with USGS National Geospatial Technology Operations 
Center (NGTOC) staff and developers in Denver during the week of February 24 as part of a Published 
Map Products and Services (PMPS) review.  Runyon joined the meeting by phone.  The discussions 
focused on an overview of GNIS development needs; dynamic mapping; GNIS‐Hydro conflation; GNIS 
disconnects with other data themes (hydrography, boundaries, structures, transportation); landforms 
collection; and the timeline and impact of the transition from Oracle to PostgreSQL. 
 
The BGN and GNIS staff submitted edits to Forrest for the BGN FY19 Annual Report. 
 
Runyon received an inquiry from an individual in the Alaska aviation community about naming a number 
of mountain passes in Alaska; she directed them to the Alaska State Names Authority. 
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DNC staff is reviewing the existing online and hardcopy proposal forms and evaluating the need for 
revisions. 
 
3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (McCormick) 
 
McCormick continues to update Census records in GNIS as they are received.  The Census Bureau is 
sending files each week until it completes its work, which is expected in July.  
 
McCormick is preparing a proposal to be presented to the USGS National Geospatial Program (NGP) Data 
Product Review Board regarding the maintenance of administrative feature names in GNIS; she expects to 
complete it in the next month.  She will also meet with other data teams to make them aware of the proposal 
and its consequences. 
 
Regarding the collection of landform polygons, the effort is ongoing and new data is being submitted and 
reviewed.  The expected conversion of the data from Oracle to PostgreSQL is on schedule for late 
March/early April.  The Gazetteer database (GNIS) will not be converted until FY21. 
 
The GNIS staff has reviewed the first iteration of the revised Names tool, which will replace the current 
forms, and have provided feedback to the developers. 
 
Although most of the Oracle Apex applications relating to the BGN and GNIS have been assigned for 
development, the BGN Document Manager tool, which allows documents to be attached to GNIS records, 
has not.  The BGN and GNIS staff will meet next week with NGTOC developers to discuss the matter.  
 
McCormick attended the aforementioned PMPS meeting and participated in the discussions relative to 
Names activities.  She noted that the discussions were particularly helpful for individuals and groups within 
NGP and NGTOC who are not familiar with the role of the Names unit and how GNIS is used in other 
datasets and products.  She focused on the migration from Oracle; staffing issues; the DPRB proposal; 
application development; and database management.  There was also some follow-up discussion regarding 
the relationship between GNIS and NHD, including data conflation and processing.   
 
Flora asked about the status of removing the non-maintained administrative features from GNIS; he 
expressed a desire to review the proposal and to learn more about the consequences.  He asked how the 
BGN staff intends to inform the public and GNIS users of the changes.  McCormick responded that there 
are no plans to solicit public comments, but that if approved, the proposal will address how users are to be 
informed. 
 
4.  Docket  
 
Please refer to the attached Docket for a description of each proposal.  For new names approved at this 
meeting, the newly assigned GNIS Feature ID (FID) has been noted following the name.   
 
Lyon assumed chairmanship of the meeting.  She provided an overview of how the docket would be 
presented and announced that each member and deputy would be asked in turn to cast their vote. 
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I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested parties - 

none 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names  
 
Dog Slobber Creek or Lundbar Creek, California (Review List 436, 437) (FID 2805888) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name Lundbar Creek.  Some members noted that they 
liked the whimsical and evocative name Dog Slobber Creek but would defer to the recommendation of the 
city administration.   
 
 Vote:   10  in favor 
                3  against 
                   2  abstentions 
 
The votes against the motion cited a concern that the city had only proposed a name in reaction to a 
proposal that they disliked and that there had been no previous desire or effort to apply a name to the 
feature. 
 
Change Negro Lake (FID 414341) to Sand Lake or Woodson Lake, Illinois (Review Lists 437, 438) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve Sand Lake, citing longstanding local use of that name.  
Members discussed whether it would have been appropriate to honor a nationally significant individual 
such as Carter G. Woodson with the naming of an insignificant feature such as this one.   
 
 Vote:   15 in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
Bleeding Heart Brook, Vermont (Review List 432) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing the lack of local support. 
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Kirtley Pond, Kentucky (Review List 437) (FID 2806021) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
  
One member left the meeting.  
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Change Amelia Lake (FID 1238074) to Browns Pond, and change Rawls Pond (FID 1237976) to Lake 
Amelia, South Carolina (Review List 438) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve both changes. 
 
 Vote:   14  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
One member rejoined the meeting. 
 
IV. Revised Decisions 
 
Change Hopukani Springs (BGN 2001) (FID 359437) to Houpookāne, Hawaii (Review List 438) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.  
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
  
Change Puu Kamalii (BGN 1963) (FID 363781) to Kamaliʻi, change Kamoi Point (BGN 1963) (FID 
360314) to Kamoi, and change Keaoi Island (BGN 1956) (FID 361008) (Ala Kahakai National Historic 
Trail) to Keaoi, Hawaii (not review listed) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to consider these three changes as a group and was passed by 
affirmation.  A motion was made and seconded to approve all three changes. 
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
Change Negro Sawmill Brook (BGN 1930, 1972) (FID 1218280) to Sawmill Brook, Rhode Island 
(Review List 437) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
Change Injun Creek (BGN 1932) (FID 1334143) (Great Smoky Mountains National Park) to Atali Creek 
or Engine Creek, Tennessee (Review Lists 437, 438) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change to Engine Creek. 
 
 Vote:   13  in favor 
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                0  against 
                   2  abstentions 
 
V.  New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Echo Run, Echostwin Run, Snake Run, and Wharf Creek, Pennsylvania (FIDs 2806022, 2806023, 
2806024, 2806025) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to consider these four names as a group and was passed by affirmation. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the names 
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
5.  Other Business 
 
Wallace announced that the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Heritage Week Open 
House, originally scheduled for Saturday, March 14, has been postponed until September 26. 
 
Members discussed the ability to hold the DNC meeting scheduled for April 9, assuming there will be a 
requirement for agency-wide telework.  The staff is still completing case work and the Executive Secretary 
will advise the members of any developments.  The staff invited the attendees of this virtual meeting to 
offer feedback. 
 
Members and staff discussed the need to establish a “review subcommittee” to evaluate new proposals that 
seem to lack merit and whether such proposals should not be processed by the staff.  Although the process 
is somewhat subjective, the criteria would need to be determined by this subcommittee and should be 
defensible.  It was agreed that a subcommittee should be formed, and several members expressed a 
willingness to participate.    
 
The Special Committee on Tribal Geographic Names has not met since Policy X:  Tribal Geographic 
Names was implemented in late 2016.  It has been suggested that the special committee should meet in the 
near future to address a number of issues, including the question of whether individual tribes should be 
consulted directly despite having received the review list notices as set forth in Policy X.  The continued 
lack of tribal involvement in naming process was also noted.  If specific BGN member agencies are 
concerned that additional outreach is warranted, they are welcome to do so via their tribal outreach offices.  
Kanalley invited other members interested in this matter to participate in the discussions and will coordinate 
a meeting.  
 
6.  Closing 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:40 a.m.   
 
The next Domestic Names Committee meeting is scheduled to be held 9 April 2020, at 9:30 a.m., at the 
Department of the Interior, Kiowa Room.   
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       (signed)    
       _____________________________________ 
       Glenn Guempel, Executive Secretary [Acting] 

Domestic Names Committee 
 
         
APPROVED 
(signed) Michael Karau 
 
_______________________ 
Michael Karau, Chair 
Domestic Names Committee 
 
 

U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

DOCKET 
March 2020 

 
Unless otherwise specified, in accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to 
the Quarterly Review List containing each of these proposals was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, 
and to Tribal Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal 
authorities were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  If no responses are noted in 
the specific case summary, it can be presumed there was no opinion. 
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested 

parties - none 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names 

 
Dog Slobber Creek or Lundbar Creek, California 

(Review List 436, 437) 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.756517&p_longi=-124.172057 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.736597&p_longi=-124.156316 
 
Dog Slobber Creek: 

 
* City of Eureka:  submitted counterproposal 
   Humboldt County:  supported counterproposal 

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response

Local government Eureka City Council X*

Humboldt County Board of Supervisors X*

State Names Authority California X*

Federal Agency N/A

Tribes X

Other Eureka Municipal Golf Course X*

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.756517&p_longi=-124.172057
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.736597&p_longi=-124.156316
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   California Advisory Committee on Geographic Names (CACGN):  Opposition based on opposition from 
the city             
   Eureka Municipal Golf Course:  the name is “ridiculous and is no way reflects the scenic value of this 
stream” 
 
Lundbar Creek: 

 
 
The new names Dog Slobber Creek and Lundbar Creek are both proposed for an unnamed 1.7-mile-long 
tributary of Martin Slough in Humboldt County.  The stream flows through Eureka Municipal Golf Course 
in the City of Eureka. 
 
The proponent of Dog Slobber Creek states that the stream is frequented by many dogs who enjoy running 
and swimming in the three small swimming holes that are found along the stream.  However, when asked to 
comment, the Eureka City Council responded that it did not believe the name was appropriate and the City 
Community Services Director submitted a counterproposal for Lundbar Creek. 
 
The name Lundbar Creek would honor members of two families that once resided in the area and who made 
significant contributions to the community, specifically Fred Lundblade Sr. (1891-1969) and Charles R. 
Barnum (1900-1953).  Mr. Lundblade began his career in Eureka in 1910 with a bicycle repair and sales 
shop.  He expanded into selling motorcycles and then owned car and truck dealerships in the area.  He later 
ventured into the timber business and then into real estate development.  Mr. Barnum was also involved in 
the timber business, was a U.S. Navy veteran, a former chairman of the Humboldt County Republican 
Central Committee, and a member of the California Forest Practices committee and Humboldt State College 
Advisory Board.  He spent time working for the Humboldt Times newspaper and had an interest in local 
history.  He was active with the Humboldt County Historical Society, which is operated today from the 
former home of Barnum’s widow, Helen Wells Barnum.  The Charles R. Barnum Memorial Bridge was 
formally dedicated in southern Humboldt County in 1964. 
 
Both families donated the property now occupied by the Eureka Municipal Golf Course to the City of 
Eureka in 1957.  The adjacent residential community is named Lundbar Hills and includes Lundblade Drive 
and Lundbar Hills Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response

Local government Eureka City Council X

Humboldt County Board of Supervisors X

State Names Authority California X

Federal Agency N/A

Tribes X

Other Eureka Municipal Golf Course X
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Change Negro Lake (FID 414341) to Sand Lake or Woodson Lake, Illinois 
(Review List 437, 438) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=40.27681&p_longi=-90.0352741&fid=414341 
 
Sand Lake: 

 
 

Woodson Lake: 

 
* Mason County Board and Illinois State Names Authority:  lake is locally called Sand Lake 
 
Two proposals were received to change the name of Negro Lake, a 70-acre intermittent lake in a 
topographic depression in Mason County.   
 
The first is to change the name to Woodson Lake.  The proponent believes the name Negro Lake contains 
“a racial slur.”  The proposed name would commemorative Carter G. Woodson (1875-1950), a historian, 
author, and founder of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History.  He began the 
celebration of Black History Week in February 1926, which later became Black History Month.  The 
proposal was initially submitted as Carter G Woodson Lake, but the proponent was informed that the name 
would be shortened to the surname only.  There is no known association between Mr. Woodson and Negro 
Lake. 
 
When asked to comment, the Mason County Administrator responded with a counterproposal for Sand 
Lake, which he reported has been in local use since 1993.   
 
The name Negro Lake has appeared on USGS maps since 1947 and the lake has always been shown as 
intermittent.  The lake periodically floods and was drained as early as 1883 when it was known by the 
pejorative form of the word, as reported in The Weekly Pantagraph of Bloomington.  Local stories and 
interviews also attest to this original name.  In the mid to late 1800s, an African-American man operated a 
grocery store near Negro Lake.  Some stories suggest that he may have been a circus wagon driver who got 
stuck in the mud while trying to cross the lake.  In a 1975 interview, a resident born in the area in 1895 
reported that a man named “Nigger Ben” lived at the lake but did not mention his occupation. 
 
During the end of the Great Flood of 1993, Negro Lake flooded and overflowed into the nearby community 
of Havana.  In the course of applying for Federal relief money, Mason County changed the name of the lake 
to Sand Lake.  On July 6, 1994, The Mason County Democrat reported “[Since the 1993 flooding] ‘Sand’ 
Lake has been a constant question for local officials, whose first action was to give it a more acceptable 

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Mason County Board X
State Names Authority Illinois X
Federal Agency N/A
Tribes X
Other N/A

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Mason County Board X*
State Names Authority Illinois X*
Federal Agency N/A
Tribes X
Other N/A

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=40.27681&p_longi=-90.0352741&fid=414341
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name than the derogatory slang term it was commonly known by.”  The county did not elaborate on why 
the name Sand Lake was chosen, but Mason County maps and documents have continued to use it.  The 
Peoria Audubon Society, which reports on bird sightings whenever the lake is flooded, used the name 
Negro Lake prior to the 1993 flooding and Sand Lake thereafter.   
 
The proponent of Woodson Lake was advised of the counterproposal for Sand Lake and given the 
opportunity to comment, but no response was received. 
 
In recommending approval of the change to Sand Lake, the chair of the Illinois State Names Board 
commented that he “thought this change had been done many years ago.”  He added that the area is very 
sandy and so the replacement name is appropriate. 
 

Bleeding Heart Brook, Vermont 
(Review List 432) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=44.319471&p_longi=-72.753536 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=44.29291&p_longi=-72.75936 
 
The new name Bleeding Heart Brook is proposed for a 2.3-mile-long unnamed tributary of Crossett Brook 
in the towns of Duxbury and Moretown in Washington County.  The name was proposed because of the 
bleeding heart flowers (Dicentra sp.) that grow along the stream.  The stream flows through a section of 
Camel Hump State Park. 
 
The proponent initially proposed the name Rosemary Brook, stating that rosemary is “a favorite herb of 
local residents” and that it is displayed locally on Memorial Day; he added that the piney smell around the 
stream reminds locals of rosemary.  However, BGN staff determined that an individual named Rosemary 
lives at the proponent’s address and so the proponent agreed to withdraw the proposal because of concerns 
regarding the Commemorative Names Policy. 
 
The Vermont Board of Libraries (BoL), which serves as the State Names Authority, declined to consider 
the proposal.  A longstanding Vermont statute (10 V.S.A. §152) requires any proposal for a new name or 
name change be submitted on the State’s application form and include a petition with at least 25 supporting 
signatures.  The BoL then initiates a procedure for public input and solicits opinions from local 
governments and appropriate State agencies.  The proponent of Bleeding Heart Brook was advised by the 
BoL of the requirement, but after receiving no response, the BoL recommended the BGN proceed with its 
vote.  The BGN staff then followed up with the proponent, but once again, no response was received.  As 
such, this proposal has no input from town or State officials.  
 
A query of GNIS found no other features that include “Bleeding Heart” in their names. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=44.319471&p_longi=-72.753536
https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=44.29291&p_longi=-72.75936
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/10/009/00152
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III.   New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties  
 

Kirtley Pond, Kentucky 
(Review List 437) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.1296&p_longi=-84.7532 
 

 
 
This proposal is to apply the new name Kirtley Pond to a one-acre pond in Boone County.  The name would 
commemorate the Kirtley family, particularly Reverend Robert Edwards Kirtley (1820-1898), a prominent 
Baptist minister who owned property in the area.  According to the proponent, who is a descendant of the 
family and present-day owner of the land, “Rev. Kirtley developed the pond extensively, so that it became 
the watering place for a fine herd of short horned cattle.”  He adds that the land, including the pond, has 
been placed under a conservation easement, by which all commercial and residential development is 
prohibited in perpetuity.   
 
The same proponent submitted a proposal in March 2019 to change the name of nearby Potato Creek to 
Kirtley Creek, but in September 2019 the change was not approved by the BGN, citing a reluctance to 
change a longstanding name. 

 
Change Amelia Lake (FID 1238074) to Browns Pond and 

change Rawls Pond (FID 1237976) to Lake Amelia, South Carolina 
(Review List 438) 

Browns Pond: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=33.6869192&p_longi=-
81.3112702&fid=1238074 
Lake Amelia: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=33.6935477&p_longi=-
81.3040068&fid=1237976 
 

 
 
These proposals are to change the names of two reservoirs on Giddy Swamp Creek in Aiken County; 
Amelia Lake, a 19-acre reservoir, is proposed to be renamed Browns Pond, and Rawls Pond, a 14-acre 
reservoir, Lake Amelia.  The proposals were submitted by the Aiken County Administrator. 
 

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response

Local government Boone County Judge Executive X

State Names Authority Kentucky X

Federal Agency N/A

Tribes X

Other Boone County Historical Society X

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response

Local government Aiken County Council X

State Names Authority South Carolina X

Federal Agency N/A

Tribes X

Other N/A

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.1296&p_longi=-84.7532
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=33.6869192&p_longi=-81.3112702&fid=1238074
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=33.6869192&p_longi=-81.3112702&fid=1238074
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=33.6935477&p_longi=-81.3040068&fid=1237976
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=33.6935477&p_longi=-81.3040068&fid=1237976
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The origin of the name Browns Pond is unknown, although online genealogy records list a number of 
individuals with the surname Brown in the county in the first half of the 20th century.  The proponent 
reports that the name Lake Amelia has been in local use since the reservoir was constructed in 1962 by the 
landowners, Malcolm and Kathryn Rawls, and that it commemorates Amelia Elena Rawls, the sister of 
Malcolm Rawls, who died in 1956 at the age of 12.  Kathryn Rawls, who serves on the Aiken County 
Council, is requesting the change “in her capacity as County Council member, as a Rawls family member, 
and as co-owner of the reservoir.”  The reservoir is located along Lake Amelia Road. 
 
The names Amelia Lake and Rawls Pond were added to GNIS in 1992 from the 1981 U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) Dams and Reservoirs list.  Neither name appeared on USGS maps until the new 
USTopo map was published in 2011.  The current USACE National Inventory of Dams lists the dams that 
form the reservoirs as Starnes/Brown Dam and Malcolm B Rawls Dam, respectively  The proponent of the 
reservoir name changes has been advised that the BGN does not have purview over the names of dams; any 
such changes would need to be submitted to USACE by the South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control, which oversees dams within the State. 
 
Aiken County passed a resolution in April 2019 requesting the correction from Rawls Pond to Lake Amelia; 
the resolution states that the county became aware of the discrepancy in 2018, when its county road atlas 
acquired data from the National Hydrography Dataset.  The 2019 edition of the atlas shows the name as 
Lake Amelia.  A 1986 Aiken County highway map published by the South Carolina Department of 
Transportation used the name Amelia Lake.  The 2004 Edisto River Basin Watershed Water Quality 
Assessment, published by the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control 
(SCDHEC), reported the existence of a reservoir named Amelia Lake within the watershed, but did not note 
the exact location.   
 
The 2019 road atlas also shows a reservoir and surrounding neighborhood named Amelia Lake 28 miles to 
the west-southwest; these features are not listed in GNIS. 
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IV. Revised Decisions  
 

Change Hopukani Springs (BGN 2001) (FID 359437) to Houpookāne, Hawaii 
(Review List 438) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=19.7847371&p_longi=-
155.5019559&fid=359437 

 
* Hawaii Board on Geographic Names (HBGN):  confirmed local usage with Hawaiian language experts 
and representatives of the Bishop Museum, and reports that the Hawaii County government is in favor of 
the change 
   Department of Defense:  the Pōhakuloa Training Area confirmed the spring is not on their managed lands 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Hopukani Springs to Houpookāne to recognize historical and local 
use.  The feature is a pair of springs in Hawaii County at the head of Pōhakuloa Gulch and located within 
Mauna Kea Forest Reserve, managed by the Hawaiʻi Department of Land and Natural Resources.  The 
springs are 3.3 miles southwest of Mauna Kea at an elevation of approximately 10,400 feet. 
 
The springs are at the top of an aqueduct that provides water to the U.S. Army’s Pōhakuloa Training Area 
and Mauna Kea Recreation Area (in GNIS and the Protected Areas Database of the United States (PAD-
US) as “Mauna Kea State Park,” but now administered by Hawaii County). 
 
The proposal was submitted by the Hawaii Board on Geographic Names (HBGN) as part of its effort to 
correct and standardize Hawaiian place names.  According to the HBGN, the name should be spelled as 
Houpookāne.  The HBGN October 2018 meeting minutes read: 
 

Hopukani Springs on Registered Map 1641 ca. 1891 it is labeled as “Houpo o Kāne” then later in 
1926 on a USGS quad map and on State Survey CSF 18645 it shows up as “Hopukani.”  [HBGN 
member Meyer] Cummins found in Ulukau a number of references to Houpookāne, that note it has 
been misspelled in other references as Hopukani.  This is one of several springs that provides water 
to the Pōhakuloa training area and the county park. 

 
“Houpo” means diaphragm, chest, solar plexus. Pursuant to the HBGN Style Guide, the words 
should be concatenated, Houpookāne, and the word “Springs” removed from the Feature Name. 

 
The spring is not included in the 1974 volume Place Names of Hawaii or in the 2002 Hawaiʻi Place Names.  
The name Hopukani Springs has been labeled on USGS maps since 1956.   

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Hawaii County X
State Names Authority Hawaii X*
Federal Agency DoD X*
Tribes X

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=19.7847371&p_longi=-155.5019559&fid=359437
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=19.7847371&p_longi=-155.5019559&fid=359437
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USTopo AHUOMA 1:24,000 

 
The 1891 map referred to by the HBGN (Registered Map 1641, “Kaohe and Humuula, Hawaii,” Hawaii 
State Survey Office by C.J. Lyons) used the label “Houpo o Kane” for the general area at the head of 
Pōhakuloa Gulch.  This is the earliest published use of the name. 
 

 
Hawaii State Survey Office Registered Map 1641 (1891) 

 
The identification of “Houpo o Kane” as a name for the area is supported by Kepa Maly’s 1999 “Mauna 
Kea Science Reserve and Hale Pohaku Complex Development Plan Update:  Oral History and Consultation 
Study, and Archival Literature Research,” which presented the following about the meaning of the name: 
 

Houpo-o-Kāne also written Ka-houpo-o-Kāne –   
 
May be literally translated as “The chest (bosom) of Kāne.”  The god Kāne is believed to be foremost of 
the Hawaiian gods, and is credited with creation, procreation, light, waters of life, abundance, and many 
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other attributes.  A land being likened to the chest of Kāne, can imply that the land was cherished and 
blessed by the god Kāne.  S. N. Haleʻole’s tradition of Lāʻie-i-ka-wai (In Kū ʻOkoʻa 1862-1863), records 
that “Kahoupokane” was one of three companions of Poliʻahu.  The other two companions were Lilinoe 
and Waiau. 
 
The area identified as Ka-houpo-o-Kāne is situated below Waiau, on the southwestern slopes of Mauna 
Kea, in the land of Kaʻohe (see Register Map 1641).  One of the primary attributes of Kāne are the wai 
ola (life giving waters), sacred springs and water sources made by Kāne around the islands, to provide 
for the welfare of the people and the land (cf. Kamakau 1976 and Beckwith 1970).  Interestingly, at Ka-
houpo-o-Kāne are found the waters of Pōhakuloa, Hopukani, and Waihū (also known by the name “Ka-
wai-hū-a-Kāne”). 

 
The 1926 USGS 1:31,600-scale Ahumoa map used the name Hopukani for these springs. 
 

 
USGS AHUMOA 1:31,600 (1926) 

 
The 1945 Hawaii Division of Hydrography Bulletin 9 titled “Geology and ground-water resources of the 
island of Hawaii” used the name Waihu Springs for the group of springs at the head of Pōhakuloa Gulch 
and specifically referred to Hopukani Springs as Upper Waihu Spring. 
 
The 1979 State of Hawaii Department of Accounting and General Services Survey Division Copy of Survey 
Furnished (C.S.F.) map 18,645, part of State of Hawaii Executive Order 3101, used the name Hopukani 
Springs.  The latter name was also used in the 1997 USGS Professional Paper 1557 titled “The Geology and 
Petrology of Mauna Kea Volcano, Hawaii - A Study of Postshield Volcanism.” 
 
The 2004 Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Outrigger Telescopes Project, published by NASA, 
referred to Hopukani Springs and to “the two upper Hopukani Springs.” 



18 
 
 
A 2005 report by Kepa Maly and Onaona Maly, prepared for the University of Hawaii - Hilo titled “Mauna 
Kea - Ka Piko Kaulana o Ka ʻĀina (Mauna Kea - The Famous Summit of the Land): A Collection of Native 
Traditions, Historical Accounts, and Oral History Interviews for: Mauna Kea, the Lands of Kaʻohe, 
Humuʻula and the ʻĀina Mauna on the Island of Hawaiʻi,” provides many references and historical citations 
about the spring: 

• “the name Houpu Kāne (also Houpu-a-Kāne), is an important one, as a place of that name is also 
situated on Mauna Kea, in the vicinity of the springs - which in native tradition are fed by the 
waters of Waiau.  Houpo-a-Kāne, erroneously written as “Hopukani,” on maps dating from the 
1930s.” 

• “springs on the side of the mountain - presumably Houpo o Kāne (Hopukani) and Wai hū a Kāne” 
(cited from George Bowser’s 1880 “The Hawaiian Kingdom Statistical and Commercial Directory 
and Tourists Guide). 

• “Ka-houpo-o-Kāne (literally, The-bosom-of-Kāne), is the sacred region of Mauna Kea (between 
10,000-11,000 foot elevation), in which are found the springs fed by Ka-wai-hū-a-Kāne; by a 
rivulet from Waiau to the head of Pōhakuloa Gulch.” 

• “A spring on the southern side of the mountain, called “Wai Hu” is believed by the natives to be 
connected with this lake [Waiau]” (cited from “Report of W.D. Alexander on the Mauna Kea Trip 
of 1892”). 

• Among the early efforts of the ranches to develop water from Mauna Kea sources, were the tapping 
of springs at Waikahālulu Gulch and Houpokāne-Waihū, on the Pōhakuloa Gulch. . . the 
Houpokāne-Waihū springs were tapped and fed the Pōhakuloa sub station, near the present-day 
Mauna Kea State Park.” 

• “On the Southerly slope of Mauna Kea there are three springs. Waihu is the lowest. . . The third 
spring, called Kahoupokani [Ka Houpo Kane], is at an elevation of 10,500 feet.” (cited from a 1900 
“Report of an Inspection of the Springs on Mauna Kea”) 

• “development of the springs. . . at Houpo Kāne (Hopukani) and Waihū” 
 
A 2013 report prepared for the Hawaiʻi Department of Land & Natural Resources, Division of Forestry & 
Wildlife titled “Archaeological Inventory Survey of the Mauna Kea Ice Age Natural Area Reserve” used 
the names Hopukani Spring and Hopukani Springs for the spring, in addition to “the entire Hopukani Spring 
area” and “the Hopukani Springs area.”  The report also referred to Waihu Spring and Liloe Spring. 
 
The Hawaiian Place Names collection, on the Ulukau: The Hawaiian Electronic Library website, has an 
entry for the spring with the name Hopukani and describes the feature as “Two springs, highest of three 
serving the Pohakuloa Training Area.  Elev. about 10,420 ft.”  The entry refers to the use of Upper Waihu 
Spring in the 1945 Hawaii Division of Hydrography Bulletin 9.  The Ulukau web site uses the name Waihū 
for Waihū Spring and Lilinoe Spring for Liloe Spring. 
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Three name changes in Hawaii County, Hawaii 
(Not Review Listed) 

 
* Hawaii Board on Geographic Names (HBGN):  confirmed local usage with Hawaiian language experts 
and representatives of the Bishop Museum and reports that the Hawaii County government is in favor of the 
changes 
   National Park Service:  no objection to the proposal to change Keaoi Island (FID 361008) to Keaoi; the 
other features are not on any Federal lands 
 
The following three proposals are changes submitted by the Hawaii Board on Geographic Names (HBGN).  
In the course of a multi-year effort to review names in the State to determine if the Hawaiian writing marks 
(kahako and ʻokina) should be added to existing names, and/or whether names currently rendered in the 
two-word form should be one word, the HBGN has identified a number of changes that involve more than 
simply those two actions.  In some cases, the HBGN has determined that the English generic term (e.g. 
Cape, Point) should be removed, in others, one should be added, and in the remaining cases, the spelling of 
the name is amended slightly. 
 

Change Puu Kamalii (FID 363781) (BGN 1963) to Kamaliʻi 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=20.0493803&p_longi=-155.8212161&fid=363781 
 

Change Kamoi Point (FID 360314) (BGN 1963) to Kamoi 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=19.0785853&p_longi=-155.9058452&fid=360314 
 

Change Keaoi Island (FID 361008) (BGN 1956) to Keaoi 
(Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=19.2677778&p_longi=-155.2541667&fid=361008 
 

Change Negro Sawmill Brook (FID 1218280) (BGN 1930, 1972) to Sawmill Brook, Rhode Island 
(Review List 437) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=41.7212106&p_longi=-71.7014562&fid=1218280 
 

 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Negro Sawmill Brook, a 0.8-mile-long tributary of the Flat River in 
the Town of Coventry in Kent County, to Sawmill Brook.  
 
The proponent states that the proposal maintains the history of the name “by retaining the ‘Sawmill’ name 
while simultaneously eliminating the racist term ‘Negro.’”  She also states that the name itself “honors the 
area’s history of industrialization.”  No details about the origin of the current name could be found. 
 

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
State Names Authority Hawaii X*
Federal Agency N/A / NPS* X*
Tribes X

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Coventry Town Council X
State Names Authority Rhode Island X
Federal Agency N/A
Tribes X

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=20.0493803&p_longi=-155.8212161&fid=363781
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=19.0785853&p_longi=-155.9058452&fid=360314
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=19.2677778&p_longi=-155.2541667&fid=361008
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=41.7212106&p_longi=-71.7014562&fid=1218280
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In 1930, the BGN approved the name Nigger Sawmill Brook, apparently to clarify that the stream was not 
the upper part of Flat River.  In 1972, the BGN revised the 1930 decision and approved the name Negro 
Sawmill Brook “to bring [the] old decision to conform with present BGN policy.” 
 
The pejorative form of Negro Sawmill Brook was shown on USGS maps between 1943 and 1950. The 
current name was first labeled in 1955, 17 years before the BGN revised the name.  Current town maps 
label the stream Sawmill Brook but also extend the name to include the section of the Flat River to its 
confluence with Pine Swamp Brook.  A 1988 town plat map labeled this section Negro Sawmill Brook.   
 
 

Change Injun Creek (FID 1334143) (BGN 1932) to Atali Creek or Engine Creek, Tennessee 
(Great Smoky Mountains National Park) 

(Review List 437, 438) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=35.7334272&p_longi=-
83.4084926&fid=1289015 
 
Atali Creek: 

 
* Sevier County:  The Commissioners reported no specific recommendation. One commissioner favored 
Atali Creek and the County Mayor would prefer Indian Creek, but did not submit a proposal 
   Tennessee Committee on Geographic Names (TCGN):  submitted counterproposal 
   National Park Service:  recommended counterproposal 
 
Engine Creek: 

 
* Sevier County:  see above 
 
Two proposals have been received to change the name of Injun Creek, a 3.7-mile-long tributary of the Little 
Pigeon River in Great Smoky Mountains National Park in Sevier County. 
 
The first is to change the name to Atali Creek.  The proponent wishes to “remove a racial slur and replace 
with a term honoring the Native American people who habitated in that area. Atali Tsalagi refers to the 
Cherokee that lived in the mountains of Tennessee.” 
 

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response

Local government Sevier County Commissioners X*

State Names Authority Tennessee X*

Federal Agency NPS X*

Tribes X

Other N/A

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response

Local government Sevier County Commissioners X*

State Names Authority Tennessee X

Federal Agency NPS X

Tribes X

Other N/A

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=35.7334272&p_longi=-83.4084926&fid=1289015
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=35.7334272&p_longi=-83.4084926&fid=1289015
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The second is to change the name to Engine Creek.  The Tennessee Committee on Geographic Names 
(TCGN) submitted this name in response to the Atali Creek proposal.  The TCGN “fully supports changing 
offensive names” but believes Engine Creek would be a better alternative.  Allen R. Coggins, a member of 
the TCGN, wrote in the 1999 volume Place Names of the Smokies that Injun Creek is “Believed to be 
named for a steam engine that wrecked here in the 1920s and ended up in the creek.  In this case, injun 
should probably be spelled ‘engine.’”  He added, “This stream was formerly called Indian Creek.  However, 
the name change may have been misheard or misunderstood by cartographers who likely got it verbally 
from locals.  Or, some of the blame may be attributed to one of the two Smoky Mountain nomenclature 
committees who worked in the 1930s and 1940s to standardize the names of places with more than one 
name or to eliminated duplicate names within the park. . . .  What should have been called ‘Engine’ Creek 
(if that was its intended origin) was mistakenly given the derogatory moniker of Injun Creek.”  Several 
online sources about hiking in the Great Smoky Mountains affirm this account, with one adding “the creek 
name is not slang for Indian, but a result of an uneducated surveyor trying to spell Engine.”   The “engine” 
refers to a steam traction engine which could be driven around to use as a source of power for lumber saws.   
 
In 1932, the Tennessee Nomenclature Committee submitted a request to the BGN to change the name of 
Indian Creek to Injun Creek.  No details on the reason for the change were recorded.   
 
Another local source (a blog post on the Go Smokies website, “A social network for fans of the Great 
Smoky Mountains”) lays out the possible origins of the name.  “Injun” may refer to a rumored Cherokee 
burial site along the stream, the steam engine wreck, or a misspelling of “In-June” which was the name 
given by a couple who got married “in June” and moved to live along the stream.  This source also states 
that the name Indian Creek was established on maps as early as 1926 “all before the National Park 
nomenclature committee eliminated duplicate names by assigning new names to these features. . . one can 
imagine some committee member coming up with ‘Injun’ because of the steam engine and thinking himself 
rather clever.”  (There is no evidence that the name was changed to eliminate duplication; indeed, the park 
continues to include two streams named Indian Creek, two others named Indian Camp Branch, one Indian 
Camp Creek, and one named Indian Flats Prong.)  The stream is variously called “In-June Creek” or 
“Injune Creek” by some of the site’s commenters. 
 
V. New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Four stream names in Lehigh County, Pennsylvania 
(Review List 437) 

 

 
 
Four new names are proposed for streams in North Whitehall Township in Lehigh County: Echo Run, 
Echostwin Run, Snake Run, and Wharf Run.  The names were submitted by a historian and resident of 
Slatington. 

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response

Local government North Whitehall Township Board of Supervisors X

Lehigh County Board of Commissioners X

State Names Authority Pennsylvania X

Federal Agency N/A

Tribes X

Other Gary W. Day, State Representative X
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Echo Run 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.7188888&p_longi=-75.5611111 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.7127777&p_longi=-75.5619444 
 
The new name Echo Run is proposed for a 0.4-mile-long tributary of Rockdale Creek that runs along Echo 
Road. 

Echostwin Run 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.716693&p_longi=-75.566283 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.710744&p_longi=-75.56832 
 
The new name Echostwin Run is proposed for a 0.5-mile-long unnamed tributary of Rockdale Creek.  The 
proponent reports that the name would be associated with nearby Echo Road and an unnamed stream 
proposed to be named Echo Run (q.v.). 

Snake Run 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.7230555&p_longi=-75.5727777 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.724028&p_longi=-75.578867 
 
The new name Snake Run is proposed for a 0.3-mile-long unnamed tributary of another unnamed stream 
proposed to be named Wharf Creek (q.v.).  The name was suggested by local residents and refers to the 
snakes commonly found at the mouth of the stream. 
 

Wharf Creek 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.726483&p_longi=-75.569201 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.719583&p_longi=-75.587693 
 
The new name Wharf Creek is proposed for a 1.4-mile-long unnamed tributary of Lehigh River in North 
Whitehall Township.  The name refers to a wharf that once existed near the mouth of the stream at the 
Lehigh River.  The wharf was reported to have been a trading post for various goods including grain, 
potatoes, and iron ore. 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.7188888&p_longi=-75.5611111
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.7127777&p_longi=-75.5619444
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.716693&p_longi=-75.566283
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.710744&p_longi=-75.56832
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.7230555&p_longi=-75.5727777
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.724028&p_longi=-75.578867
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.726483&p_longi=-75.569201
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.719583&p_longi=-75.587693

	V. New Names agreed to by all interested parties

